GOSPEL Lk 13:22-30
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.

From east and west they will come to take their place
in the kingdom of God.

Through towns and villages Jesus went teaching,
making his way to Jerusalem. Someone said to
him, “Sir, will there be only a few saved?” He
said to them, ‘Try your best to enter by the
narrow door, because I tell you, many will try
to enter and will not succeed.

‘Once the master of the house has got up and
locked the door, you may find yourself knocking
on the door, saying, “Lord, open to us” but he
will answer, “I do not know where you come
from.” Then you will find yourself saving, “We
once ate and drank in your company; vou
taught in our streets,” but he will reply, “I do
not know where you come from. Away from
me, all you wicked men!”

‘Then there will be weeping and grinding of
teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and
Jacoeb and all the prophets in the kingdom of
God, and yourselves tumed outside. And men
from east and west, from north and south, will
come to take their places at the feast in the
kingdom of God.

“Yes, there are those now last who will be
first, and those now first who will be last.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
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In this Sunday's Gospel we are still in that
section of Luke that concems the journey of
Jesus and his disciples on their way to Jeru-
salem. This section of the Gospel, Luke 9-19,
is long. It is also important as the evangelist
seeks to contemporise the teaching of Jesus,
for a later time and culture. The evangelist
also provides us in this ‘joumey narrative’
with a window into what some of the issues
were with which Jesus® followers were dealing.

One of them here concermed salvation and
ultimate communion with God. Someone
enquires about the number of those ‘saved'?
Will it be a few? The question allows Jesus in
Luke’s Gospel to address a key presumption
circulating within the Gospel audience. There
were some who presumed that simply being a
member of the Gospel household, participating
in a meal (the Eucharist?) or listening to the
teaching of the Master guaranteed admittance
into the Kingdom.

Jesus reminds Luke's audience to be careful
about such presumptive and elitist behaviour.
This attitude, of being better than others
because of one's spiritual heritage or conduct,
does not pguarantee automatic admission
into the Kingdom. It needs to be checked.
Rather than a restrictive or exclusive view
of Kingdom admission — only those with the
right ‘credentials’ will be admitted — ultimate
communion with God is open ended and
available to all, as people ‘from east and west,
from north and south will come to take their
places at the feast in the kingdom of God. A
spirit of openness, hospitality and inclusivity
must characterise Jesus’ disciples.

Fr Michael Trainor
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FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Isa 66:18-21

They will gather all of your people from all nations.

The Lord says this: I am coming to gather the
nations of every language. They shall come to
witness my glory. I will give them a sign and
send some of their survivors to the nations:
to Tarshish, Put, Lud, Moshech, Rosh, Tubal,
and Javan, to the distant islands that have
never heard of me or seen my glory. They will
proclaim my glory to the nations. As an offering
to the Lord they will bring all your brothers,
on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules, on
dromedaries, from all the nations to my holy
mountain in Jerusalem, says the Lord, like
Israelites bringing oblations in clean vessels to
the Temple of the Lord. And of some of them
I will make priests and Levites, says the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 116, R. Mk 16:15
E. Go out to all the world; and tell the
Good News (or Alleluial)

1. O praise the Lord, all you nations, / acclaim
him all you peoples! ER.

2. Strong is his love for us; / he is faithful for
ever. E.

SECOND READING Heb 12:5-7, 11-113
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

The Lord disciplines those he loves.

Have you forgotten that encouraging text in
which you are addressed as sons? My son,
when the Lord corrects you, do not treat it
lightly; but do not get discouraged when he
reprimands you. For the Lord trains the ones
that he loves and he punishes all those that he
acknowledges as his sons. Suffering is part of
your training; God is treating you as his sons.
Has there ever been any son whose father did
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not train him? Of course, any punishment is
most painful at the time, and far from pleasant;
but later, in those on whom it has been used,
it bears fruit in peace and goodness. So hold
up your limp arms and steady your trembling
knees and smooth out the path you tread; then
the injured limb will not be wrenched, it will
grow strong again.
The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the
Loxd; ’ ’

no one comes to the Father, except through

me.
Alleluia!

In 14:6
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CONFESSIONS

* Sat: 4.30-5.00pm
* Before every Mass
* By appointment

WEEKEND gat: 5.30pm Sun: 9am & 5pm

MASSES
WEEKDAY Mon: 9am Tues: NoMass Wed: 12noon St Monica
MASSES Thurs: 9am  StAugustine

Fri: ~ 12noon The Passion of St John the Baptist

Turnyour ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my
God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | cry to you all the day long.

ENTRANCE
ANTIPHON:

COMMUNION The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord;
ANTIPHON: you bring forth bread from the earth and wine to cheer the heart.

May God have mercy on all those asked to be remembered in prayer:
RECENTLY DECEASED: Pat Wall, Terry Mooney, Terry Dean, Robyn English, Angela Muscat.
ANNIVERSARIES: Jack Sampson (09/8), Greg Gallagher (30/8).

DECEASED: We pray for our loved ones now in God’s care, Eileen Humphries,
Bob McKinnon, John Hegarty, Michael Chetcuti, Nola O’Halloran, Barry Patterson,
Nancy Daly, Cheryl Moloney, Ellen Jackson.

SICK: Sienna Baker, May Press, John Betts, Norma O’Brien, Elaine Murray,
Shane Davidson, Sr Cecilia Pistacchio, Judy Murphy, Monica Austin, Daphne Sweeney,
Brian Rodway, Lisa Bond, John Ryan, Yvonne Tarrant.

THE PASSION OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST

John the Baptist is a great inspiration to us to allow the light of our faith to shine,
the light of the gospel, even when it is not popular or convenient to do so.
Our calling is to allow the light we have received in baptism to shine brightly,
in season and out of season.

COMING EVENTS: 31 Aug: SocialJustice Sunday

31 Aug: FrSabu’s last Sunday at St Patrick’s Parish
*Join us in the Parish Centre for a Farewell Morning Tea
for Fr Sabu after 9am Mass.
3Sep: Anointing Mass - 12noon. All welcome.

COLLECTIONS: BSB: 082 105

Account Name. West Tamworth Catholic ‘Church’ Or ‘Presbytery’

1st. Collection: For Diocesan Priests : 001023642 (Presbytery Account)
2nd Collection: For St. Patrick’s Church : 001041198 (Church Account)

We acknowledge the First Nations people who have walked upon and care for this land for thousands of years.

?
.
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of First Nations people to this land and YP

commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation.

TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY - YEAR C
WELCOME TO ALL THOSE JOWNING US AT ST PATRCKS.

CALLING ALL SINGERS: St Patrick’s Church Choir is urgently seeking I
new members to join their group of faithful and dedicated singers for both (r‘fz‘
Masses on Sunday. Everyone is welcome to come along if you enjoy singing 1 55
in a group. Choir practice is after 9am Mass most Sundays, for approx. i

30 minutes. Please speak with Bruce, Margaret or any member of the choir.

HAND-MADE “PEACE” ROSARY BEADS: These beautiful rosary beads are

hand made by Barbara Brennan and are for sale at the Pious Goods cabinet at the back of the
church. Also referred to as “Peace” beads, each colour represents a different continent of
the world; Blue - Australia, Yellow - Asia, White - Pope & Europe, Red - America, Green - Aftri-
ca. You are able to pay by direct transfer if you do have the facility on your phone.

DECREE ON THE INDULGENCE DURING THE JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE:
\God’s people will be able to obtain from the treasury of the Church
a plenary indulgence, with forgiveness of all their sins and the
remission of all temporal punishment attached to them (either for
oneself or for the holy souls) in the following ways. Making a
pilgrimage to any of the following designated sacred places in the
Diocese of Armidale:

* St. Mary and St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Armidale

* St. Francis Xavier, Moree * St. Brigid, Quirindi

* St. Mary’s Tenterfield

CATHOLIC WEEKLY ARTICLES: This week: Bishops’ social justice statement focuses
on homelessness; Marist Fathers farewell St Patrick’s, Church Hill; Our Lady honoured
as thousands attend Five Dock’s Ferragosto; Supporters pack public memorial for Fr
Chris Riley; Monica Doumit: Pope Leo XIV’s first 100 days; Sydney clergy conference
will tackle domestic and family violence .

FAREWELL MORNING TEA NEXT SUNDAY: As we say our farewell to Fr Sabu at the
parish morning tea next week, we ask that you bring just a srmall food plate to share, if
able. There will also be envelopes available for any Testimonials you may wish for Fr
Sabu to take with him. We look forward to seeing you there.

ROSTER FOR: 24/08/25

For more information on
other designated sacred
places to visit scan the QR
code for the Pilgrims of
Hope in Australia website

Vigil: R: Volunteer, Sr Kathryn Gifts: A & C Lyons
9am Sun: R: SBrown, M Donaldson Gifts : G & U McKay
5pm Sun: R: G O’Toole, C Lavell Gifts: Volunteer
Counting: M Vella, A Bowden Altar Linen: J. Hutt

Fri Cleaning J Hutt, J Moran

ROSTER FOR: 31/08/25

Vigil: R: C Ledwos D Bolitho Gifts: B & M Watson
9am Sun: R: JRyan, G Clout Gifts: Michelle & Sally
5pm Sun: R C Lavell, Volunteer Gifts: Volunteer
Counting: O &JWhale Altar Linen: M Vella

Fri Cleaning M. Vella, I. Ullman
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