GOSPEL Lk 11:1-13
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.
Ask, and it will be given to you.
Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when
he had finished, one of his disciples said, ‘Lord,
teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’
He said to them, "Say this when you pray:

“Father, mav vour name be held holy,

vour kingdem come;

give us each day our daily bread,

and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive each one who is in

debt to us.
And do not put us to the test.”’

He also said to them, "Suppose one of you hasa
friend and goes to him in the middle of the night
to say, “My friend, lend me three loaves because
a friend of mine on his travels has just arrived
at my house and I have nothing to offer him”;
and the man answers from inside the house, “Do
not bother me. The door is bolted now, and my
children a_nd I are in bed; I cannot get up to give
it to you.” I tell you, if the man does not get up
and give it him for friendship’s sake, persistence
will be enough to make him get up and give his
friend all he wants.

‘S0 I sav to you: Ask, and it will be given to
vou; search, and you will find; knock, and the
door will be opened to you. For the one who asks
always receives; the one who searches always
finds: the one who knocks will always have the
door opened to him. What father among you
would hand his son a stone when he asked for
bread? Or hand him a snake instead of a fish?
Or hand him a scorpion if he asked for an egg?
If you then, who are evil, know how to give your
children what is good, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask him!’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Brlfsaking Open -
“Wor

FOUMNDATION OF PRAYER
Like the disciples we find ourselves asking, Lord,
teach us to pray’. All people of faith are called to
pray but how are we to pray? What attitudes are
appropriate? Should we be fearful of the living
God or trusting and open? The readings for
today provide us with some useful orientations.
Abraham’s pleading for Sodom and Gomorrah
is not simply a theoretical concern. Abraham is
pleading for the survival of Lot and his family,
though he does not mention them specifically
He is prepared to push God's mercy to the limit
to save his relatives. His trust in God and his
courageous persistence in prayer are rewarded.
Similarly, Jesus teaches the disciples that such
persistence is the very stuff of the life of faith.
Those who seek will fl.nd to those who knock
the door will be opened. Abraham knew that
the living God was a God of justice and mercy;
Jesus goes further to show that the living God
is also to be seen as a loving parent, a tireless

provider, to be addressed as our Father.

Paulknew thatwe can have this sort of confidence
in God because of what had come about through
Jesus' death. Our baptism enables us to share in
his saving death and resurrection. On the cross,
Jesus has already graciously paid the debt our
sin would normally require us to pay. Because of
this gift, we can approach God with confidence
and trust because the burden of our past has
already been taken up by Jesus.

Christopher Monaghan CP

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN OrDinNarY TiMe / C

FIRST READING Gen 18:20-32
A reading from the book of Genesis

Lord, do not be angry if I speak.

The Lord said, ‘How great an outcry there is
against Sodom and Gomorrah! How grievous is
their sin! I propose to go down and see whether
or not they have done all that is alleged in the
outcry against them that has come up to me. I
am determined to know’

The men left there and went to Sodom
while Abraham remained standing before the
Lord. Approaching him he said, Are you really
going to destroy the just man with the sinner?
Perhaps there are fifty just men in the town
Will you really overwhelm them, will you not
spare the place for the fifty just men in it? Do
not think of doing such a thing: to kill the just
man with the sinner, treating just and sinner
alike! Do not think of it! Will the judge of the
whole earth not administer justice?’ The Lord
replied, ‘If at Sodom I find fifty just men in the
town, I will spare the whole place because of
them '

Abraham replied, T am bold indeed to speak
like this to my Lord, I who am dust and ashes.
But perhaps the fifty just men lack five: will
vou destroy the whole city for five?” No', he
replied, ‘T will not destroy it if I find forty-five
just men there” Again Abraham said te him,
‘Perhaps there will only be forty there.” T will
not do it" he replied “for the sake of the forty”

Abraham said, ‘T trust my Lord will not be
angry, but give me leave to speak: perhaps there
will only be thirty there” ‘T will not do it" he
replied ‘if I find thirty there " He said, ‘T am bold
indeed to speak like this, but perhaps there will
only be twenty there.” T will not destroy it’ he
IEPiiEd ‘for the sake of the twenty He said, ‘T
trust my Lord will not be angry if I speak once
more: perhaps there will only be ten.” ‘Twill not
destroy it" he replied “for the sake of the ten.’

The word of the Loxd.

‘THE SAVING WORD

24 Juwy 2022

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps137:1-3, 6-8.R.v. 3
E. Lord, on the day I called for help, you
answered me.

1. I thank you, Lord, with all oy heart, / wou
have heard the words of my mouth. / Before
the angels I will bless you. / I will adore before
yvour holy temple. R.

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love /
which excel all we ever knew of you. / On the

day I called, vou answered; / you increased the

st:rengt}l of my soul. R,

3. The Lord is high vet he looks on the lowly /
and the haughty he knows from afar. / Though
I walk in the midst of affliction / you give me
life and frustrate my foes. R.

4. You stretch out your hand and save me, /
vour hand will do all things for me. / Your
lowe, O Lord, is etermal, / discard not the work
of your hands. E.

SECOND READING Col 2:12-14
A reading from the letter of 5t Paul to the
Colossians
He has made you alive with Christ for he has
Jforgiven all our sins.
You have been bumned with Christ, when you
were baptised; and by baptism, too, you have
been raised up with him through your belief
in the power of God who raised him from the
dead. You were dead, because you were sinners
and had not been circumcised: he has brought
vou to life with him, he has forgiven us all our
5ins.

He has overridden the Law, and cancelled
every record of the debt that we had to pay; he
has done away with it by nailing it to the cross.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

You have received the Spirit which makes
us God's children,

and in that Spirit we call God our Father.
Alleluia!

Rom &8:15
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m God is in His holy place, God who unites those who dwell in His house;
ANTIPHON: He himself gives might and strength to His people.

COMMUNION

ANTIPHON: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all His benefits.

May God have mercy on all those asked to be remembered in prayer:

Recently Deceased: Coleen Dunn, John Fittler, Molly Miller, Judy McGregor , Vincent O'Shea,
Shirley Chandler.

Anniversaries: John Varga (1/6), Pat Smyth (7/6), Grant D’Elboux (21/6), Bridget Teo (29/7).
Deceased: Roy Carpenter, Warwick McKeon, Laurence McDonnell.

Sick: Shirley Collier, Norma O'Brien, Alison and baby Huxley Gallagher, Sr Rita Vella,
Barbara Brennan, Peter Richards, Colin MacPherson, Kevin Bonner, Lisa Foster, Kate Harrison,
Maureen Harrison, Deacon Peter Harrison, Margaret Marshall, Graeme Bussell, Fr Bernie Flood.

VEENA’S VERSIONS:
An old Irishman went from Dublin to the west coast for his health.
He hadn't been back two days when he died.
Two of his friends were looking at the open coffin.
"Doesn't he look wonderful?” said one of them.
“He certainly does," said the other.
"That month in the country must have done him the world of good.”

COMING EVENTS:
24 July World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly See Catholic Bishops website message
https://www.catholic.org.au/grandparents

7Aug Good Shepherd and Retired Priests Appeals

GIVING COLLECTIONS:
Planned giving may be given by several means: Cash on 2nd plate collection, Electronic transfer to
the Church account below or Direct Debit arranged from your bank to the Church Account.
The parish is looking into an App that may be used to give to your preferred Church via your mobile
phone or device. We will give more information on this as it is provided.
Currently the Account details to use are below.
BSB 082105 West Tamworth Catholic Church (St Patricks) Acc 001041198
West Tamworth Preshytery Acc 001023642

“Let not weakness make you discouraged” (1576 t“

NSW STATE COVID RULES: * FACE MASKS ARE NOT COMPULSORY BUT RECOMMENDED
* SANITISE HANDS ON ENTERING. * NO CHECK IN REQUIRED

THE WORLD DAY OF GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY, “In old age they will still bear
fruit” (Ps 92:15). In instituting the annual celebration of the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly,
Pope Francis chose the fourth Sunday in July so that it would be close to this feast day of Saints Anna
& Joachim. Since February this year the Pope has been giving a series of teachings (catechises) on
the meaning and value of old age noting that “The more developed societies expend large sums on
this stage of life without really helping people to understand and appreciate it; they offer healthcare
plans to the elderly but not plans for living this age to the full.” Pope Francis’ own advice: “Old age is
no time to give up and lower the sails, but a season of enduring fruitfulness: a new mission awaits us
and bids us look to the future.”

COMMUNICATION & RELATIONSHIPS Saturday 23 Jul 2022, 12.30pm-5pm, attend via Zoom or in-
person. A fundamental aspect of any relationship - with God or people - is Communication. This event
looks at the different aspects of communication—their strengths and weaknesses in daily life. It offers
a practical approach to communication and relationships. Led by James Areechira svd. Cost $60
(BYO lunch). Book 18/7/22 via www.heartoflife.melbourne Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pasto-
ral Centre. Forinformation, email office@heartoflife.melbourne or tel (03) 9890 1101.

SEEKING CENTACARE NENW BOARD MEMBERS: Centacare NENW is seeking applications for
up to two Non- Executive Directors (NED) The Board of Centacare NENW is a Board of Governance.
It is a skills-based board comprised of up to nine members; all non-executive Directors are chosen for
the diverse set of skills they bring. The Board determines the policies, strategic plans, and performance
targets for the organisation to ensure suitability of services, growth and sustainability. Applications
close at 5 pm on Friday 29th July 2022. Please go to the link for further information and how to apply
https://centacarenenw.elmotalent.com.au/careers/external/job/view/324 for further details please con-
tact Ms. Louise Clarke by email at chair.centacare@armidale.catholic.org.au or phone 0428 695 184.
PALMS AUSTRALIA: Our sister churches in Africa, Asia and the Pacific are requesting Australian
Catholics to join them to build the skills of those in their community who have had less opportunity than
ourselves. Please consider these Mission opportunities abroad. The Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference provide support. Palms Australia, who have prepared Australian Catholics for global
mission since 1961, will ensure accommodation and a living allowance is provided to you during your
time away. Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742 567 to find out about a placement to engage your skills.
You can also Register for a Webinar on Monday August 1st at 7:00 pm to talk directly with a Palms’
partner community in Timor Leste and two Australians recently posted to work with them. Invite your

friends. The stories will inspire. “Ask and it will be given to you”
WEEK 5 ROSTER: 24/7/22 WEEK 6 ROSTER: 31/7/22
Vigil: R C Ledwos, D Bolitho Vigil: R D Gowing, Sr Kathryn
9am Sun: R JRyan, G Clout 9am Sun: R S Brown, A Sartori
5.30pm Sun: R J Murray, D Bearman 5.30pm Sun: R J Murray D Bearman
Counting Team O and J Whale, A Bowden Counting Team C Lavell, A Bowden
Sat Cleaning 30/7 J Hutt; J Moran Sat Cleaning 6/8 M Vella, R Pace
Altar Linen: J Hutt Altar Linen E Jackson
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and care for this land for thousands of -~
years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait ﬁ‘?
Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation.
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