I have sinned against heaven and against you;
I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat
me as one of your paid servants. " %o he left the
place and went back to his father.

“While he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy,
clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly.
Then his son said, “Father, [ have sinned against
heaven and against yvou. I no longer deserve to
be called vour son.” But the father said to his
SETVAnts, "Qui-:kl Ering out the best robe and put
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and
Lill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration,
because this son of mine was dead and has come
back to life; he was lost and is found.” And they
began to celebrate.

‘MNow the elder son was out in the fields, and
on his way back, as he drew near the house, he
could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the
servants he asked what it was all about. “Your
brother has come” replied the servant “and your
father has killed the calf we had fattened because
he has got him back safe and sound.” He was
angry then and refused to go in, and his father
came out to plead with him; but he answered his
father, “Lock, all these years I have slaved for
you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet
you never offered me so much as a kid for me
to celebrate with my friends. But for this son of
yours, when he comes back after swallowing up
your property — he and his women — you kill the
calf we had been fattening.”

‘The father said, "My son, vou are with me
always and all I have is yours. But it is only right

we should celebrate and rejoice, because your
brother here was dead and has come to life; he
was lost and is found.” ’

B The Gospel of the Lord.
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Breaking Open

thewo r

GRACIOUSNESS AND MERCY

After many wyears in the desert joumeying
towards the land of promise, it must have been
difficult for the people of Israel to comprehend
that they had finally amrived. A new stage in
their lives was beginning and it was fitting to
rejoice and remember what God had done by
celebrating the Passover. The God who had
nourished them in the desert would no longer
provide manna; it was no longer necessary
since now they had their own land which had
been provided by God's graciousness.

For Paul, God's graciousness and mercy were
nowhere more apparent than in the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus. In the second
letter to the Corinthians, much of chapters
two to six are taken up by Paul sharing his
understanding and experience of apostolic
life with them There had been considerable
friction between Faul and the community and
this, no doubt, had called Paul to reflect on
the sort of reconciliation and harmony for
which he longed and worked. Misunderstood
and hurt, Paul locks to the heart of the gospel
message, a message of a new creation through
forgiveness. As Jesus had reconciled us to
God by his own death, so we are called to be

reconciled to one another.

The call to reconciliation and graciousness
is continued in today’s Gospel. The timeless
beauty of the parable of the loving father and
hiz two sons calls us to look to our own hearts.
Are we ready to forgive and be forgiven? Will
we share in the new creation that Jesus died

to bring us?

Christopher Monaghan CP

THE SAVING WORD

FOURTH SunDAY OF LENT/ C

FIRST READING

A reading from the book of Joshua
The people of God went to the promised land and there
kept the passover.

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today [ have taken the
shame of Egypt away from you.’

The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and
kept the Passover there on the fourteenth day of
the month, at evening in the plain of Jericho. On
the morrow of the Passover they tasted the produce

Josh 5:9-12

of that country, unleavened ‘bread and roasted the sinless one into sin, so that in him we might

ears of com, that same day. From that time, from

their first eating of the produce of that country, _
the manna stopped falling. And having manna no | ¥ The word of the Lord.

longer, the Israelites fed from that year onwards on GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
i Praise and honour to vou, Lord Jesus Christ!
¢ T'will rise and go to my father and tell him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and

Ps33:2-7.R.v9 ag-ungt o,

Praise and honour to vou, Lord Jesus Christ!

what the land of Canaan yielded.
B The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
E. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
1. I'will bless the Lord at all times, / his praise

always on my lips; /in the Lord my soul shall make
its boast. "Thfl'mmbleshallh&arandbeghd E.

his name. /I sought the Lord and he answered me; /
from all ny terrors he set me free. R,

3. Look towards him and be radiant; / let your
faces not be abashed / This poor man called; the
Lord heard him / and rescued him from all his
distress. E.

SECOND READING 2 Cor5:17-11
A reading from the second letter of 5t Paul to
the Corinthians

Grod recomeiled us to himself through Christ.

. GOSPEL

. A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

¢ Your brother here was dead and has come to Fife.

2. Glorify the Lord with me. / Together let raise
rify the mrhme /-9 TSt P The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking

. the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say,

¢ and the Pharisees and the scribes complained.

27 MARCH 2022

become the goodness of God.

Lk 15:18

Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

‘This man’ they said “welcomes sinners and eats

with them ' 5o he spoke this parable to them:

‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his

father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate
¢ that would come to me” So the father divided
the property between them. A few days later, the
i younger son got together everything he had and
. left for a distant country where he squandered

For anyone who is in Chrst, there is a new his money on a life of debaucher}'

creation; the old creation has gone, and now the

new one is here. It is all God’s work. It was God

who reconciled us to himself through Christ and to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one

gave us the work of handing on his reconciliation. | of the local inhabitants who put him on his
In other words, God in Christ was reconciling the
world to himself, not holding men's faults against =~ have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were
them, and he has entrusted to us the news that |
they are reconciled. So we are ambassadors for
Christ; it is as though God were appealing through
us, and the appeal that we make in Christ's name

is: be IEC’JDEi]Ed_Lﬂ_Gﬂd_‘ For our sake God made |
Nociments

“When he had spent it all, that country
experienced a severe famine, and now he began

farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly

eating but no one offered him anything. Then he
came to his senses and said, “How many of my
father's paid servants have more food than they
want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave
this place and go to my father and say: Father,
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May God bless and strengthen you. Confide all to God. @
See how God carries us through the storms. (1872)

NSW STATE COVID RULES: **FACE MASKS ARE NOT COMPULSORY BUT RECOMMENDED
* SANITISE HANDS ON ENTERING. * NO CHECK IN REQUIRED

EASTER ROSTERS: Please advise the office if you will be away this Easter. Also if you are
available and prepared to do additional readings on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy
Saturday and Easter Sunday Services please contact the office as this will greatly assist in
the formulation of rosters.

PARISH MORNING TEA: There will be a very special morning tea on Sunday 2 April after the 9 am

WEEKEND  Sat: 5.30pm Sun: 9am and 5.30pm CONFESSIONS
MASSES Sat: 4.30-5.15pm
Mon: No Mass Tues: No Mass *Or by appointment
WEEKDAY Wed: 12 noon Thur: 9am
MASSES  Fri: 9am Sat: 9am
ENTRANCE Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were §;
ANTIPHON: in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

COMMUNION You must rejoice, my son, for your brother was dead and has
ANTIPHON: come to life; he was lost and is found.

May God have mercy on all those asked to be remembered in prayer:
Recently Deceased: John Steer, Terry Burke.

Anniversaries: Stephanie Cayley (nee Gowing 4/3), Wiliam Grima (5/3), Col Lillicrap (8/3),

Vivian Betts (15/3), Phaolo Hoang Van Duong (19/3), Fr Bruce MacPherson (8/4).

Deceased: Deceased relatives and friends of Norma O'Brien, Shirley Hobbs, Irene Stanmore,

Peter Buckley, Maria Mood, Frank Mood, Stephen Renton, Laurence Vella, John Paul Vella.

Sick: Sr Rita Vella, Barbara Brennan, Peter Richards, Colin MacPherson, Kevin Bonner,
Lisa Foster, Kate Harrison, Deacon Peter Harrison, Maureen Harrison, Margaret Marshall,

Graeme Bussell, Fr Bernie Flood.

mass. Itis hoped as many parishioners as possible will attend. Please bring a plate if you can.
SECOND RITE OF RECONCILIATION: At St Patricks on Thursday 7 April at 5.30 pm. A
number of priests will be attending for reconcilation.

CHRISM MASS: Will be held at the Armidale Diocesan Cathedral on Tuesday 12 April at 11 am.
Lunch will be provided following mass. Please put your name on the list at the back of the church
if you are planning to attend so we can provide numbers to the Chancery.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Will be held every Friday in Lent at 3 pm from 11 March.

ADORATION: Adoration will be held on Friday 1 April at 5.30 pm.

PARISH CENTRE HIRE: The lower level of our lovely parish centre is now available for event
hire to the public.(no 18th’s/21st’s). Please contact the office for information and bookings.
PROJECT COMPASSION: Rosalie, 37, is an ex-combatant who lives with her husband and seven
children in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Forced to join the army when she was just 15-years-old,
Rosalie experienced significant trauma and hardship during her years in the military. After she was
demobilised from the army, Rosalie, like other ex-combatants, was left to fend for herself in the community.
With your generous support and through our local partners, Rosalie was able to connect with other
members of her community for business skills training to help her to reintegrate into society. She joined a
Saving and Internal Lending Community group (SILC), receiving a loan to start her own small business
selling second-hand shoes and natural remedies. She has now become the SILC group’s president. “The
program allowed me to learn to work hand-in-hand with other members of the community... | learnt that
there is more joy in sharing with others,” Rosalie says.”

ji8 WORKING BEE 9t April 9.30am to 12 noon

; A working bee will be held to clean the garden, move the sign
g 4§ on Bridge Street, pressure clean the general entrance area and
: other minor tasks with a barbeque to follow.
If you have a pressure cleaner, hedge trimmer
or other useful tools please bring these .

COMING EVENTS:

3 April  Parish Morning Tea
14 April Holy Thursday 15 April Good Friday
16 April Easter Saturday 17 April Easter Sunday

CHURCH COLLECTIONS: BSB 082105 1st Coll: Presbytery Acc 001023642
(contactless option) 2nd Coll: St Patricks Church Acc 001041198

10 April Palm Sunday

PRAYER FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE IN UKRAINE
God of peace and justice, who change the hardened heart

and break the power of violence, we entrust the people of Ukraine to you.
Protect them in this time of peril; let them know not death but life, not slavery but freedom.
You are Father of all; We are brothers and sisters.
Give us the strength to live that truth in love, choosing peace not war.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

WEEK 6 ROSTER: 27/3/22 WEEK 1 ROSTER: 3/4/22

Vigil: R D Bolitho Sister Kathryn Vigil: R Sr Kathryn G Styman
9am Sun: R S Brown A Sartori 9am Sun: R S Nichols G Clout
5.30pm Sun:  RMand J Murray 5.30pm Sun: R Mand J Murray
Counting Team S Brown; A Bowden Counting Team 4/4 J&O Whale, A Bowden

Sat Cleaning

2/4 K O'Brien J Cunningham  Sat Cleaning  9/4 J Hutt & J Moran
Altar Linen

B Flood Altar Linen: E Smyth
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and care for this land for thousands of

years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait -r
Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. ;
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