GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Acts 16:14

Alleluia, alleluia! Open our heart, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your Son. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 2:41-52
A reading from the holv Gospel according
to Lule.

His parents found him in the temple, sitting among
the learned men listening to them.

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to
Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. When
he was twelve years old, they went up for the
feast as usual. When they were on their way
home after the feast, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem without his parents
knowing it. They assumed he was with the
caravan, and it was only after a day’s journey
that they went to look for him among their
relations and acquaintances. When they
failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem
looking for him everywhere.

Three days later, they found him in the
Temple, sitting among the doctors, listening
to them and asking them gquestions; and all
those who heard him were astounded at
his intelligence and his replies. They were
overcome when they saw him, and his mother
said to him, ‘My child, why have you done this
to us? See how worried your father and I have
been, looking for you." "Why were you looking
for me?’ he replied. ‘Did vou not know that
I must be busy with my Father's affairs?” But
they did not understand what he meant.

He then went down with them and came to
Nazareth and lived under their authority. His
mother stored up all these things in her heart.
And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and
in favour with God and men.

B The Gospel of the Lord.
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HOW LOVELY 15 YOUR
DWELLING PLACE!

Have you ever felt a yeaming to visit some
special place? Perhaps the place of your
childhood that you have not seen for marny
vears. Or perhaps some country that has
always fascinated you. Imagine how excited
you would feel if you were about to set out on
a journey to this place. Or perhaps you have
been longing to meet some special person,
and the opportunity will soon happen. What
jov you would feel.

These are the kinds of emotions the Jewish
pilgrims experienced as they journeyed to
Jerusalem to wisit the great temple As they
made their pilgrimage to Jerusalem filled with
longing and joy they sang hymns to God
including today’s responsorial psalm.

The temple was very special for the people
because it signified that God was dwelling in
their midst, that God was among them. Cur
churches and cathedrals have a similar role:
they are signs that God is with us in our towns,
communities and countryside.

God does not dwell in sacred buildings only.
The boy Jesus did not remain in his Father's
house in Jerusalem but retumed with Mary and
Joseph to their humble home in Nazareth, and
Jesus continues to dwell with us in our homes.
With all their struggles and imperfections our
homes are indeed dwelling places of God.

We can sometimes search everywhere for
Jesus only to find that he has been with us, in
our homes and commumnities, all the time.

Fr Michael Goonan SSP

THE SAVING WORD
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FIRST READING 1 Sam 1:20-22, 34-28
A reading from the first book of Samuel.
For the whole of his life, Samuel shall be lent to the
Lord
Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son, and
called him Samuel ‘since’ she said ‘T asked the
Lord for him’

When a wear had gone by, the husband
Elkanah went up again with all his family to
offer the annual sacrifice to the Lord and to

fulfil his vow. Hannah, however, did not go :
up, having said to her husband, ‘Not before |
the child is weaned. Then I will bring him and
present him before the Lord and he shall stay

there for ever.”

up with her together with a three-year-old

came to ELli. She said, “If you please, myv Lord.
As you live, my Lord, I am the woman who

He is made owver to the Lord.”
There she left him, for the Lord.

B The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM
E. How happy they who dwell in vour
house, O Lovd.

1. How lovely is your dwelling place, /
Lord, God of hosts. / My soul is longing and
yearning, / is yeaming for the courts of the

Lord. / My heart and my soul ring out their
joy / to God, the living God. ER.

2. They are happy, who dwell in your house, /
for ever singing your praise. / They are happy,
whose strength is in you; / they walk with ever
growing strength. R.

3. O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer, /
When she had weaned him, she took him . give ear, O God of Jacob. / Tum your eyes,
O God, our shield, / look on the face of your
bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and | . inted. E.
she brought him to the temple of the Lord at

Shileh; and the child was with them. They SECOND READING

slaughtered the bull and the child’s mother

11In3:0-2, 21-24
A reading from the first letter of 5t John.

He calls you his own children, and that is what_you are.
. Think of the love that the Father has lavished

stood here beside you, praying to the Lord. on us, by letting us be called God's children;

This is the child I prayed for, and the Lord and that is what we are. Because the world

granted me what I asked him. Now I make refused to acknowledge him, therefore it does

him owver to the Lord for the whole of his life. not acknowledge us. My dear people, we are
already the children of God but what we are
. to be in the future has not yet been revealed,
all we know is, that when it is revealed we
) _  shall be like him because we shall see him as
Ps83:2-3, 5-6,3-10.R. v. 5 he really is. My dear people, if we cannot be
i condemned by our own conscience, we need
not be afraid in God's presence, and whatever
¢ we ask him, we shall receive, because we keep
- his commandments and live the kind of life
© that he wants. His commandments are these:
. that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and that we love one another as he told

" us to. Whoever keeps his commandments lives

in God and God lives in him. 'We know that he
lives in us by the Spirit that he has given us.

B The word of the Loxd.
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MASSES  gat New Year's Day: 12 Noon Mary the Holy Mother of God

May God have mercy on all those asked to be remembered in prayer:

Recently Deceased: Joe Chetcuti (Malta), Richard Bowler, Kevin Hamilton, Bernard Blanch,
Sr Geraldine Maher OP, Irwin Brady, Shirley Burke, Aileen McDonnell.

Anniversaries:Perce Mclnnes (2/12), John Paul Vella (4/12), Gloria Lillicrap (20/12),

William Coulston(22/12), Mary Sampson (2/1), John O’Brien (3/1), Pam Davy (nee Barry) (6/1),
Ivan Lillicrap (18/1), Rod Kelly (20/1), Lawrence Vella (23/1),

Deceased: Jack Sampson, Hugh O'Brien, Dalis O;Brien, Andrew Tickner,
Ray Gaffney, Michael Brady, Sr Phyllis McCann rs;.

Sick: Shirley Hobbs, Barbara Brennan, Peter Richards, Colin and Margaret MacPherson, Kevin Bonner,
Maria Mood, Sophie Littlejohn, Lisa Foster, Kate Harrison, Deacon Peter Harrison, Maureen Harrison,

Margaret Marshall, Graeme Bussell, Fr Bernie Flood.
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where did you get the little infant?' Harry replied honestly, ‘I took him
from the church, Father John.' 'And why did you take him?' With a j
sheepish smile, Harry said, ‘Well, about a week before Christmas I prayed
to little Lord Jesus. I told him if he would bring me a red wagon for
Christmas, I would give him a ride around the block in it.'

COMING EVENTS:
1 Jan New Year's Eve
19 Mar 22 Diocesan Men’s Gathering

CHURCH COLLECTIONS: BSB 082105 1st Coll: Presbytery Acc 001023642
(contactless option) 2nd Coll: St Patricks Church Acc 001041198

¥ 4

*FOUND: A gold earring has been found in the church. Please contact the presbytery if you have lost one.

John Keogh,

PADDY’S CORNER: It was the Sunday after Christmas at St Patrick's in Galway,
Ireland. Father John was looking at the nativity scene prior to packing away the
figures when he noticed the baby Jesus was missing from the scene. Immediately,
Father John furned towards the presbytery in order fo call the police. But as he
was about to do so, he saw little Harry with a red wagon, and in the wagon was the
figure of the little infant, Jesus. Father John walked up to Harry and said, ‘Well, Harry,
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NSW STATE COVID RULES:

From 24 December masks are required in all indoor settings. Checking in with QR
code or written register is still required.

From December 27 density limits are to be reinstated.

USED STAMPS: Thank you to all who have saved used stamps this year 2021. Approximately
$34,600 was raised for the missions in Peru. Since 2001 till now the total is $443,500. It is through
your efforts that the legacy of Saint Mary MacKillop continues in Peru today. Used stamps with a
decent margin around them can be left in the box provided at the back of the church.

CHRISTMAS DUES: Envelopes are available on the seats. Your generosity in this challenging
financial year would be very much appreciated.

OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS: The Octave of Christmas is the eight days beginning with Christmas Day and
ending on New Year’s Day, January 1. Feast days and solemnities mark the period: The Nativity, December
25; The Holy Family on Sunday December 26; St. John The Evangelist, Apostle, author of the fourth Gospel,
three letters, and the Book of Revelation, December 27; The Holy Innocents, December 28, The male child
victims slaughtered by King Herod; St. Sylvester, December 31, and Mary Mother of God, January 1. We
recite the Gloria each day of the Octave. We then continue the Christmas season through Epiphany,
January 5, and officially end with the Baptism of the Lord, January 12.
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WEEK 5 ROSTER: 26/12/21 WEEK 6 ROSTER: 2/1/22

o RRTMCON g RSsmiines
5-30pm Sun: R Mand J Murray 5.30pm Sun: R M and J Murray

Counting Team R Paull; A Bowden
Sat Cleaning  1/1 Nil
Altar Linen: E Smyth

Counting Team S Brown; A Bowden
Sat Cleaning  8/1 K O’Brien & J Cunningham
Altar Linen H Reid

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and care for this land for thousands of years.
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ?
peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. ?
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