GOSPEL ACCLAMATION In3:16

Glory and praise to vou, Lord Jesus Christ! /
God loved the world so much, he gave us
his only Son, / that all who believe in him
might have eternal life. / Glory and praise
to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL Jn 2:14-21
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John.

God sent his Som into the world that we might be
saved through him.

Jesus said to Nicodemus:

‘The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that
everyone who believes may have eternal life in
him. Yes, God loved the world so much that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not be lost but may have eternal
life. For Ged sent hiz Son into the world not
to condemmn the world, but so that through him
the world might be saved. No one who believes
in him will be condemned; but whoever refuses
to believe is condemned already, because he has
refused to believe in the name of God’s only
Son. Om these grounds is sentence pronounced:
that though the light has come into the world
men have shown they prefer darkmess to the
].ight because their deads were evil. And indead,

erybody who does wrong hates the light and
avmds it, for fear hiz actions should be expoased
but the man who lives by the truth comes out
into the light, so that it may be plainly seen that
what he does is done in God.’

The Gospel of the Loxd.
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Breaking Open

thewo r

LOVING IS GIVING

Some years ago, a young married man asked
me to try and put the story of the Scriptures
into a sentence or two. My reply was that the
story that the Scriptures tell is a love story,
a love that always provides us with a new
beginning, especially when we least deserve
or expect it. He then exclaimed; ‘There you
are, why did you have to bring sin into it?’
I took his point about the need to be positive,
but the Scriptures teach that a reality we
can’t seem to avoid is that our choices are not

always what they might be.

The point I was trying to make was that God
does not avoid us, even if we cannot seem
to avoid sin. The first reading is a classic
example of a new and unexpected life offered
to the people of Israel in the midst of exile.
The Chronicler has no doubts that the exile
was fully deserved. The wonder is that there
is another opportunity at alll The Gospel
passage could not state it more beautifully:
‘God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son’. God's will for us is always that we come
into the fullness of life. While we may fear
God’s judgement, the real judgement to fear
is the one that we make ourselves. Paul speaks
of each of us as a work of art. The challenge
of Lent is: What kind of work of art do we

wish to be?

Christopher Monaghan CP

FOURTH SunDay of LEnT/ B

FIRST READING 2 Chron 36: 14-16, 19-23
A reading from the second book of Chronicles.
The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are revealed in
the exile and liberation of his people.

All the heads of the priesthood, and the people
too, added infidelity to infidelity, copying all the
shameful practices of the nations and defiling
the Temple that the Lord had consecrated for
himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of
their ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger
after messenger, since he wished to spare his
pecple and his house. But they ridiculed the
messengers of God, they despised his words,
they laughed at his prophets, until at last the
wrath of the Lord rose so high against his people
that there was no further remedy.

Their enemies bumed down the Temple of
God, demolished the walls of Jerusalem, set
fire to all its palaces, and destroyed everything
of value in it. The survivors were deported by
Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were to serve
him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia
came to power. This is how the word of the Lord
was fulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah,
“Until this land has enjoyed its sabbath rest,
until seventy years have gone by, it will keep
sabbath throughout the days of its desolation ’

And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia,
to fulfil the word of the Lord that was spoken
through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the spirit
of Cyrus king of Persia to issue a proclamation
and to have it publicly displayed throughout
his kingdom: ‘“Thus speaks Cyrus king of Pema

“The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all
the kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered me
to build him a Temple in Jerusalem, in Judah.
Whoever there is among vou of all his people,
may his God be with him! Let him go up.”’

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps136.R. v 6

R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever
forget yvou!

1. By the rivers of Babylon / there we sat and

wept, / remembering Zion: ’ on the poplars
that grew there / we hung our harps. E.

2. For it was there that they asked us, / our
captors, for songs, / our oppressors, for jov. / ‘Sing
tous,” they said, / ‘one of Zion's songs.” E.

3. O how could we sing / the song of

the Lord / on alien 50117 If I forget vou,
Jerusalem, / let my right hand wither! E.

4. O let my tongue / cleave to my mouth /if
remember you not, [ if I prize not Jerusalem /
above all my joys! K.

SECOND READING Eph 2: 4-10
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Ephesians.

When we were dead through sins, he browght us to life.
God loved us with so much love that he was
genercus with his mercy: when we were dead
through our sins, he brought us to life with
Christ — it is through grace that you have been
saved — and raised us up with him and gave usa
Place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus.

This was to show for all ages to come, through
his goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how
infinitely rich he is in grace. Because it is by
prace that you have been saved, through faith;
not by amthma of yvour own, but by a gift from
God; not by .-;nvthm!? that you have dcne f-4s]
that nobodv can cla.lm the credit. We are God's
work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the
good life as from the beginning he has meant
us to live it

The word of the Lord.
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Let us ask oursefves if we give God the perfect service to which
god' has the ﬁgﬂi. (1839)

WELCOME: We welcome Joey and Archie Wilson baptised on 6 March. May God

bless them and their families and godparents always.
ST PATRICK'S DAY: Celebrations this year will be in the form of a light lunch in the Parish

Centre, this Wednesday 17 March following 12 noon Mass. Please bring a plate to share. In
keeping with the St Patrick’s theme, please wear or bring something green. We are sure it will
be a great day with COVID social distancing and hygiene in place!

EASTER CONFESSIONS: Confessions fo be held St Patricks Wednesday 24 March at 5.30 pm;

WELCOME FR JOHN MCHUGH AND THANK YOU
FOR CELEBRATING OUR MASSES THIS WEEKEND

Entrance Rejoice Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful all who were in mourning,
Antiphon: excult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

May God have mercy on all those asked to be remembered in prayer:

Recently Deceased: Steven Walton, Stephanie Cayley, Ronald Dietrich, Pafricia Hawes, Norm Moran,
Fay Sims.

Anniversaries: Sofia Laulualo (5/3), William Grima (3/3), Dalis O'Brien (12/2), Julia Blanch (12/2),
Bill Blanch (12/2).

Deceased: Giuseppi Pomponio, Bishop Luc Matthys.Leonie Baker, , Fay Bradbery, Hugh O'Brien.
Sick: Fr Bernie Flood, Barbara Brennan, Monica Austin, Enn Hansen, Bill Press, Mimmie Bennett,
Bob Worthington, Kim Myers, Rachel MacPherson, Judy Cummins, Shirley Hobbs, Jenny Crawford,
Sr Pat Bartley, Brindley Cavallaro, Elaine White, Deacon Peter Harrison, Maureen Harrison,
Linda Bourke, Peggy Bussell Margaret Doyle, Christopher Struck, Graesme Bussell,
Jack & Marge Attard.

CRACKERS MEMOIRS RIP ON LENTEN SACRIFICES

A man and his ever-nagging wife went on vacation to Jerusalem. While they were
there, the wife passed away. The undertaker told the husband, "You can have her
shipped home for £5,000, or you can bury her here, in the Holy Land, for $150.
The man thought about it and told him he would have her shipped home. The
undertaker asked, “Why would you spend $3,000 to ship your wife home, when it would be
wonderful to be buried here in Jerusalem and you would spend only $15077

The man mpfieaﬁ "Long ago a man died here, was buried here, and three d'a_ys
later he rose from the dead............ 1 just can't take that chance,”

COMING EVENTS

17 Mar St Patrick’s Day - Lunch
28 Mar Palm Sunday
2 April  Good Friday

«f Patrip bog
HAPPY
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20 Mar Men's Gathering at St Nicholas Parish
30 Mar  Chrism Mass
4 April Easter Sunday

St Edwards Wednesday 24 March at 12 noon; St Nicholas Wednesday 31 March at 6 pm.

PALM SUNDAY: Holy Week commences with Palm Sunday on 28 March. There will be special COVID-19

requirements around Holy Week services and further details will be provided shortly. It is anticipated there
will be the usual special Easter services on Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

CHRISM MASS: Bishop Kennedy invites all parishioners to join him and the priests of the Diocese

at the Chrism Mass 30t March, 2021 at 11.00 am in the Cathedral and for refreshments
afterwards in the Torreggiani courtyard. Please RSVP to your Parish Priest or Parish Office no
later than 22 March, 2021.

PROJECT COMPASSION: Project Compassion boxes and envelopes are available. There are

several methods for donating this year. Please see the Motice Board.

WANT TO SUPPORT THE AGED CARE SECTOR IN AUSTRALIA? Catholic Health Care
Australia asks people to visit the website hitps/iwww.careaboutagedcare.org.auw/ to sign the
petition to Members of Federal Parliament to support comprehensive reform of aged care.
COVID-19 VACCINE INFORMATION: Please see on the Notice Board a note from the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on the morality of Anti Covid-19 vaccines.

BISHOP O'MAHONY SESQUICENTENARY MASS: Bishop Kennedy invites all parishioners to join with
him on Thursday 25 March at 11am for a Celebratory Mass and Blessing of the Memeorial Stone for the 150
year Anniversary of Bishop O'Mahony's installation as first Bishop of Armidale. Please RSVP to the
Chancery Office phone: 6771 8700 or email: chancery@armmidale.catholic.org.au.

SOCIAL DISTAMCING - **PLEASE **
™ REGISTER TO ENTER USING EITHER QR CODE AT ENTRANCE
- OR PAPER REGISTER AT ENTRY TO CHURCH
* SANITISE HANDS ENTERING AND LEAVING
™ STICKER MARK YOUR SEATING AND **KEEP YOUR DISTANCE"

WEEK 2 ROSTER: 14/3 WEEK 1 ROSTER: 21/3

Vigil: R C Greer P Bamford Vigil: R D Gowing G Styman

9am Sun: R A Sartori R Palmer 9am Sun: R 3 Brown G Clout

5.30pmSun:  RMand J Murray 530pmSun: R MandJ Muray

Counting: J and O Whale; A Bowden Counting: R Paull: A Bowden

SatCleaning  13/3 K OBrien Sat Cleaning  20/3 J Hutt and J Moran

and J Cunnigham 27/3 M Vella and R Pace

20/3 J Hutt and J Moran . .

Altar Linen E Smyth Altar Linen: H Reid

1st Collection: PRESBYTERY  BSB 082105 ACC 001023642

2nd Collection:  CHURCH BSB 082105  ACC 001041198




